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Baptism is a ‘sacrament’ (or ‘sacred
ceremony’) of the church, involving the
symbolic use of water. The other sacrament
of the church is Communion or the ‘Lord’s
Supper’, which makes use of different
symbols - bread and wine - to help us
remember the sacrifice Jesus made for us at
the cross.

For some parents, they will want to go
beyond the Service of Thanksgiving, and
instead take part in the Sacrament of
Baptism.

Although the Sacrament of Baptism includes
all the same components as the Service of
Thanksgiving, it also requires more from
parents. In preparation for the baptism of
your child, you will be invited to attend some
preparation classes led by the minister.

During the Baptism service, the parents are
asked fto respond to two questions.
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The first question is:

“Do you confess your faith in God as your
Heavenly Father; in Jesus Christ as your
Saviour and Lord, and in the Holy Spirit as the
purifier of your lives2”

This question is simply asking, ‘Are you a
committed Christian?’ In fact, it is the very
same question we ask of those who want to
become full members of our church.

The second question is:

“Do you promise, depending upon the
grace of God, to teach this little one the
fruths and duties of the Christian faith, and
by prayer and example bring him/her up in
the life and worship of Christ's churchg”

This question is really asking if you are willing
to pass on your faith in the Lord Jesus to your
children.
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In other words, are you willing to play an
active part in the church and live as a
follower of Jesus, both at home and in the
world2 The congregation will then make @
commitment in promising to do all they can
for you and your family by way of prayerful
and practical support.

Before your child can be baptized, the
minister makes sure that parents are
comfortable with the serious promises about
to be made and helps clarify any issues or
questions.









