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BPC Core Values

Bloomfield is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and a part of the universal 
Church. We seek to know Jesus Christ and to share his love.

To these ends, we want every member of our covenant family to grow as a faithful disciple of 
Jesus Christ whose life is based on the Bible, whose ambitions are centred in Christ and 
whose heart is passionate about people.

We seek to know Jesus Christ by being a:

❖    vibrant and inclusive worshipping 
community

❖    prayerful and obedient people
❖    congregation who take the Bible 

seriously as a trustworthy guide for 
believing and living.

We seek to share Jesus’ love by:

❖    building loving relationships with each 
other and ministering to each other

❖    reaching out in mission to our 
neighbourhood and beyond

❖    living as a generous, welcoming 
community that is easy to become. 



ORGANISATION REPORTS
Kirk Session

‘‘What Is  Doing Justice? Fairness, integrity, honesty, 
righteousness, fair-dealing, impartiality.’’ In his book 
Generous Justice Timothy Keller (minister of Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church, Manhattan, New York) 
demonstrates that although the Bible was  once widely 
acknowledged to be the moral bedrock of justice in 
society, over the years, conflicting conservative and 
liberal viewpoints have polarised opinion to the extent 
that now, even the Church cannot agree on what it 
means to ‘do justice’.

It is only through reflection and experiencing God's 
grace that we in BPC can truly be motivated to show 
more concern and to care enough to provide for those 
that live within our parish bounds, those who find 
themselves  in social, physical or spiritual poverty. 
What is  our response to them in their situations? What 
should it be?

‘‘And what does the Lord require of you, but to do 
justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your 
God?’’  Micah 6:8 

The Kirk Session trust that through the faithful 
preaching and teaching of God's  Word by our 
ministers, the witness  and outreach of our 
organisations, and the many innovative community 
initiatives undertaken by the Action Teams, we can 'do 
justice' in our community and our everyday lives  to the 
glory of God. 

The Elders’ Retreat this year was held on Saturday, 
10th May at First Bangor Presbyterian Church. It was a 
time of blessing and encouragement. Prof Drew 

Gibson put together an inspiring and thought-
provoking programme on the theme of 'Spiritual 
Leadership'. The worship, individual contemplative 
time and prayer sessions were Spirit filled.

The members of Kirk Session were deeply saddened 
by the passing of our beloved and highly respected 
elders, Norman D. Brown and Alastair J. Giffen. 
Suitable tributes to their lives and service have been 
recorded in the Kirk Session minute book. We continue 
to remember Jean, Susan and their families  in our 
prayers. 

News of the death of our former and much loved 
minister, Rev. RA. Crooks  (Bertie), on the 4th January 
2014 in Canada, was  received with sadness. Bertie 
exercised a ministry faithful to the gospel in BPC for 11 
years. A tribute to his life and ministry has also been 
inserted in the minute book. To his daughters, Coleen, 
Carolyn and son Brian we extend our deepest 
sympathy.

Prayer Dairy: The monthly prayer dairy continues to be 
a great source of help in enabling us to focus  our 
thoughts and minds and to pray specifically for the 
ongoing work carried out by BPC, the wider church 
and various overseas ministries. After coordinating this 
impor tant pub l ica t ion w i th sens i t i v i t y and 
thoughtfulness  for some years  Jennifer Morrow 
handed this  responsibility over to Sharon Groves. We 
express our appreciation to Jennifer for the high 
standard she set and wish Sharon well as she brings 
her own style and gifts to this vital task.
• Discipleship Action Team: After a  period of almost 

two years  without a Discipleship Action Team 
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Convenor, we are pleased to have Karen Jardine 
take up this vital position of leadership. Please 
pray for Karen in this role and for the team.

• Lunch club: The Seniors’ Lunch Club was a great 
place to be on a Tuesday for warm-hearted 
fellowship and a very nourishing meal, prepared 
lovingly by a wonderful team of ladies. Sadly due 
to health issues, the committee of Beryl McKee, 
Eleanor McAllister, Jeanette Munn and Maureen 
White felt it necessary to resign. A huge thank you 
to each of them and the many willing volunteers, 
who faithfully set up, served food and cleaned up 
during the winter months of the Lunch Club. The 
Kirk Session has  decided that at this  point in time 
the Lunch Club should be suspended, in the hope 
that it will be possible to resurrect it in the not too 
distant future. Various options are being 
considered to enable this to happen. 

• New elders: East Belfast Presbytery granted 
permission to elect up to four new elders in 2015.

• Seniors’ outings: Four very successful outings took 
place over the summer months to Mount Stewart, 
Sperrins Rambler, Lagan Titanic Boat trip and 
Dublin. Thanks to Clifford Smyth, Elizabeth Lewis, 
Sheila Bums and Cecil Carson for taking the time 
to organise these fun days out for seniors. 

• Holiday Bible club: Over 100 children attended the 
club over the course of the week. Thanks  go to the 
36 helpers who served under the guidance of 
Jeffrey and Philip.

• Shoe boxes and big Christmas card: This  year 179 
shoe boxes were filled by BPC containing goodies 
and a book about the Christmas  story. These were 
distributed by Samaritans  Purse to children living 
in the Balkans. The Big Christmas  Card was 
designed and produced this  year by our Rainbow 

Guides  and raised the sum of £380, which was 
sent via UNICEF to Dr. Neil Kennedy, working with 
PCI in Malawi. These ventures for the benefit of 
others who we understand to be vulnerable, 
disadvantaged or marginalised in some way are 
coordinated quietly and lovingly year after year by 
Vivienne Spence and Elizabeth Lewis (shoe 
boxes), and Mildred McNarry (Christmas card). 
Their dedication and commitment does not go 
unnoticed, we appreciate all you do.

Over the course of the year much time has been 
sacrificed and effort put in by the Convenors  of our 
five action teams, each of whom has  prepared 
presentations  for Kirk Session meetings and for this 
annual report. I  wish to acknowledge the service given 
by Frank (worship), Bill A (mission), Mark and Malcolm 
(youth), Andrew (evangelism), Karen (discipleship), the 
late Alastair (fellowship) and Susan and Geoff the new 
co-convenors  of the fellowship action team. Please 
continue to pray for them and their teams in the 
demanding work that they have been charged with. 

What is doing Justice? 
Justice is care for the vulnerable

Justice reflects the character of God
Justice is right relationships
Justice includes generosity.

John McKibbin, Clerk of Session

Discipleship Action Team
 “What might happen if all of God’s people 
recognised that the whole of their lives  matters  to 
God, not just because he case for them (though, 
of course, he does) but because these ordinary 
l ives can be direct ly involved in God’s 
mission?” (Imagine Church, Neil Hudson, 2012)
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I wonder what the word discipleship conjures up in 
your mind. Perhaps you think it’s  some sort of A Level 
Christianity for those who are really serious about their 
faith, when really most of us  would settle for GSCE 
level. But that couldn’t be further from the truth. The 
reality is  that discipleship is  just another way of talking 
about how we grow in our Christian faith, learning 
from, and encouraging each other along the way. The 
vision for Bloomfield Presbyterian Church states that 
“we want every member of our covenant family to 
grow as  a faithful disciple of Jesus  Christ based on the 
Bible, whose contributions are centred on Christ, and 
whose heart is  passionate about people”. So 
discipleship is not just for the chosen few – it’s 
something for us all to be involved in. 

The main focus of the Discipleship Action Team for 
2014 was Lifebuilders – a great opportunity following 
the morning service to dig deeper into the sermon; find 
out more from a visiting speaker; or explore some of 
the challenging issues faced by Christians today.  
Some of the highlights  included a series by Drew 
Gibson on “Knowing Christ” through various aspects 
of day-to-day life like suffering and consumerism.  We 
were delighted to hear feedback from Ruth Moore 
following her year in Moldova, and especially pleased 
that her Moldovan colleagues who were able to join us 
for worship that morning and also update us on the 
work of OM.  And we were excited to hear from Mandy 
Lee about new plans for ministry at Walkway.  The year 
finished up with a “Lifebuilders on Lifebuilders” and 
the Discipleship Action Team has a huge task ahead 
as we being to filter the information and ideas we 
received that morning, along with the input from the 
Discipleship survey, also undertaken towards  the end 
of the year.

Sandra Martin has continued to take care of the 
Church Library and gave us many suggestions for our 

summer reading lists  to help us grow and be 
challenged in our faith.  You can see what the library 
has to offer at the Welcome Desk and in the Resource 
Room, and Sandra will be happy to point you in the 
right direction if you need any recommendations. 

2014 also saw a shift in the leadership role of the 
Discipleship Action Team when Karen Jardine took on 
the role of convenor in September.  Following the firm 
foundations  laid by Trevor Lee and his  team, and under 
the care of Andrew Shott in the interim, the 
Discipleship Action Team has been looking forward to 
2015 thinking about the question “How do we ensure 
that our live together equips us for our life when we are 
separated from one another?” (Imagine Church, Neil 
Hudson, 2012). Thank you for your continued prayers 
for this aspect of the ministry in BPC.

Karen Jardine, Convenor

Evangelism Action Team
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you, and you will be my witnesses  in 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth”. Acts 1 v 8.

The same power promised to the disciples  in the book 
of Acts  is  available to us today. That is a huge 
encouragement to us  as  we seek to share the good 
news  of our risen Lord with our neighbours. Carrying 
the cross through our streets on Good Friday is always 
a special occasion, not only as a humble reminder of 
the cost to our Lord of our salvation, but also as an 
opportunity to declare publicly to our community that 
Jesus is real. 

It has been great to see the Spirit prompt us to 
develop new outreach initiatives, like the ‘Men In 
Bloomfield’ programme and ‘Kidzone @ Walkway’. It 
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has also been exciting to see long established 
organisations  continue to put mission at the heart of 
their motivation to serve and to hear of individuals 
taking opportunities  to share their faith with friends 
and work colleagues. 

So we give thanks and look to God for all He has 
planned for us in 2015. It will be exciting to see His 
hand at work as  the year unfolds. What we can be sure 
of, is that, if we allow His  Spirit to live in us  we will 
know God in our everyday life and through His power 
see His kingdom grow before our very eyes, as  we 
seek to serve Him.

Andrew Shott, Convenor

Mission Action Team
The Mission Action continues  to stimulate missionary 
interest within the congregation, and to support 
serving missionaries, promote summer teams  and 
assist students for ministry.

Serving missionaries’ comings and goings. We take a 
special interest in members of the congregation, and 
some others, who are serving at home and overseas. 
We support them financially, distributing their prayer 
literature, and by regular contact.
• Helen Lyttle continues her valued support ministry 

to new missionaries  and missionary families  in 
Japan, and she makes a major contribution to her 
home church in Sapporo. She is due to return to 
Ireland on home assignment in Summer 2015.

• Amanda Christie arrived home in the summer just 
in time to say goodbye to her father and support 
her mother and brother following his death. She 
returned to Nepal to complete her work in Dolpa, 
to continue her studies, and to assist in setting up 
a teacher training college at KISC in Kathmandu.

• James and Heather Cochrane continue their 
church planting endeavours in Porto, Portugal. 
Recently they secured a rented property which, as 
‘neutral territory’, should assist them in their work.

• Russell Bowers did not enjoy the best of health 
during 2014 but we are very pleased that he 
seems to almost back to his  old self. Karen and he 
are looking forward to 2015 and the changes 
which it may bring.  

• Chris Simons  continues his  work among students 
in universities and colleges in the ‘Potteries’ area 
of England. We rejoiced with Jo and him when 
baby Joshua arrived.

• Ruth Moore may have left Moldova but Moldova 
has not left her! She finished her year there with 
Operation Mobilization but intends to lead a school 
group back there in summer 2015.

• Felicity Orr returned from her five month spell in 
South Africa full of her usual beans, but also 
enriched in spirit and soul.

• Robert Bailie took up a new position as Family 
Worker in Dundonald Presbyterian Church. Lois 
and he seem to be settling in well.

• Brian Simons, working in the Titanic Quarter, and 
Eddie Spence in the Ballygomartin area and 
Rebekah McDonald, youth worker with Fortwilliam 
and Macrory Presbyterian Church, were supported 
through our United Appeal contributions.

We also give modest assistance to the E3 SU schools 
worker in East Belfast and meet the expenses  of 
missionary speakers at the church Prayer Meeting.

Students for ministry. Alan Dickey is now the Student 
Assistant at Strean Presbyterian Church, Newtownards 
and is due to be licensed in the early summer. Philip 
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Boyd is planning to work in the coming year with Rev 
David Campbell in Canberra, Australia. 

Summer outreach teams. We encourage young people 
to go on summer outreach teams, and were able to 
give modest grants to seventeen unwaged 
volunteers.

Hungary and Moldova. The pastor and some of the key 
members of our partner church in Bodrog, Hungary 
moved on to other ministries  in 2014. We await some 
indication of what sort of changes  this may bring to 
our partnership there. We are in discussion with our 
partners in Moldova over possible projects  in 
association with them. We also have had profitable 
contacts  with Dr Mihail Malancea about supporting 
students at Chisenau Bible School.

New people and opportunities. During the year Rebecca 
Sellar took up a position with Titus Trust and Katherine 
Hand went to work as  a pastoral volunteer in a 
congregation in Liverpool. We seek to support them 
with prayer and financial help.

Since Frank and Claire Sellar visited Malawi in 
October 2013 along with Dr Neil McDougall, Karen 
Shilliday has  also gone on a PCI Ignite team to see 
the work of Dr Neil Kennedy in Blantyre and 
elsewhere. These were very worthwhile trips  both 
through the practical and spiritual help given and in 
the deepening experiences and spiritual enrichment 
received. Neil McDougall plans  to return to share his 
medical skills in Feb 2015.

Parallel  project. We are almost ready to make 
recommendations  as to the projects  to be supported 
from the ‘tithe’ of our Building Fund. Fuller information 
will be shared with the congregation before a final 
decision is sought.

Bill Addley, Convenor

Fellowship Action Team
Within a large congregation there is  always  the 
possibility that people could feel isolated or not 
included.  It is the work of the Fellowship Action Team, 
along with others, to try to ensure that all within our 
fellowship feel valued and cared for. To this  end they 
have been responsible for the smooth working of a 
number of areas within the life of the congregation.

Home Groups are a great way of getting to know one 
another better as we meet around God’s Word and 
support one another in prayer and practical ways. We 
are indebted to those who co-ordinate the various 
groups and make their homes  available. September 
2015 will see a re-shuffle of the groups  so there will be 
opportunity both for new leaders  to volunteer and also 
those who are new to the congregation to get 
involved. The study material during the year of “Loving 
the Jesus Way” and studies in 1Peter have been much 
appreciated.

Fellowship events throughout the year have included a 
very successful New Year’s Eve Ceilidh organised by 
the fund raising committee. A summer picnic was 
arranged in the grounds  of Stormont after morning 
worship on Sunday 8th June. The Senior’s  Holiday Club 
is now becoming a regular fixture with outings this  year 
to the Folk Museum, Cultra, Mountstewart, the 
Sperrins and especially Dublin being enjoyed by all 
who participated. Thanks to Clifford Smyth, Sheila 
Burns and Elizabeth Lewis for organising these.

Vernon Taylor continues  to co-ordinate the monthly 
walking group outing on the last Saturday of each 
month.   Over 40 people enjoyed the wonderful trip to 
Rathlin Island at the end of June. 

2014 was the year of separate weekends for the men 
and the ladies. The men’s weekend was again 
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excellently organised by Adam Smyth and enjoyed by 
all. The venue was Portrush Townhouse with the talks 
taking place in Portrush Presbyterian Church. The 
speaker was Martin McNeely who spoke from the 
book of Titus about Men at Home, at Work and at 
Church.   There was  the usual movie night led by Drew 
Gibson and the Saturday afternoon activity involved a 
surfing lesson followed by an interview with Andy Hill 
from Troggs Surf Shop.  

The ladies went to the Dromantine Retreat Centre at 
the end of September where they were totally spoilt for 
2 days. The speaker was Helen Clarke and through her 
sensitive leading the ladies  were challenged to draw 
closer to God and become more like Him.  It was an 
enjoyable time of fun and fellowship.

Our structure of pastoral care through Home Groups 
and Elders’ Districts  hopefully helps to ensure that 
needs are never unnoticed and burdens never borne 
alone. While we do not get everything right many 
would testify to all the loving support they have 
received when facing challenging situations.

As a congregation we recognise the necessity of 
prayer to undergird all that we are and do. To this end 
the Fellowship Action Team has endeavoured to 
encourage the use of the monthly prayer diary, 
prepared by Sharon Groves, attendance at the prayer 
evenings, the week of prayer and the work of the 
prayer ministry team.

Sadly September saw deterioration in the health of the 
Fellowship Action Team Convenor, Alastair Giffen, and 
his  death on the 25 November has  left a large hole in 
the work of Bloomfield. He was passionate about the 
work of the Fellowship Action Team in all its areas  and 
his  encouragement, support and wise counsel will be 
sorely missed. He had however made provision for the 
appointment of his successor in Geoff Gordon. 

Following a request by Geoff, Session agreed to 
appoint him and Susan Giffen as  co-convenors.  Our 
work continues.

Susan Giffen & Geoff Gordon, Convenors

Worship Action Team
In 2nd Samuel Ch. 6 we read that “David and the whole 
house of Israel celebrated with all their might before 
the Lord, with songs and with harps, lyres, 
tambourines, sistrums and cymbals”. Our privilege is 
to follow in that tradition and to worship God 
wholeheartedly.

Worship Action Team continues to meet in order to 
give shape and direction to the music and liturgical 
ministry in church. We acknowledge the commitment, 
care and skill which so many people pour into this 
aspect of our life and witness  and give thanks to God 
for all that Brian McNarry as  musical coordinator, Ken 
Robb as organist and the many members  of band and 
singing group contribute to our congregation. The 
Worship Action Team facilitate regular meetings of the 
evening worship leaders in order to plan and discuss 
together the song list and we are indebted to Mark 
Keown, Mark Mason, Ian Simons, Karen Jardine, 
Andrea Harbinson and Karl Malcolm who each bring 
so much time and energy to both regular and special 
evening services.

We make known seminars  and conferences to our 
musical leaders in order to encourage growth and 
development and were delighted that Brian 
represented us at the Mission Worship Conference in 
Eastbourne this past November.

We acknowledge the dedication of the sound desk and 
video team preparing slides  for each service and 
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recording them for broadcast on the church web and 
through cd’s. Two or three cd’s are run off each 
Sunday immediately after the services but we feel that 
members might think of people unable to get out to 
church who might benefit from receiving a cd on a 
regular basis. Over the last year a new amp has been 
purchased in order to enhance our 8 speakers.

Those who appreciate the ‘loop system’ to aid their 
hearing, please note that it works  best within the 
central block of pews downstairs.

As well as music, WAT have facilitated other ventures 
such as the inclusion of occasional drama in various 
services both by members and outside companies.

Like many other aspects of church life we feel the 
loss of Norah Scott’s  presence at our meetings and 
acknowledge our need to give some consideration 
soon to the training of new greeters and the provision 
of name badges  for their easy identification by 
visitors.

In addition to the regular services, we are thankful for 
the huge good will and commitment of many under the 
WAT umbrella  to other events such as  the Christmas 
Carols  by Candlelight, Walkway community service, 
quarterly services in The Arches  and weddings  and 
funerals. We have been invited to lead a service on 
RTE TV, recorded in the studio in Dublin on Sunday 
afternoon 21st June for transmission on Sunday 26th 
July.

As we seek to worship God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit in BPC with all our might, so we also note from 
1st Samuel 6 that worship must also be reverent. 
Worship is a serious  business. First and foremost, is 
‘not about us’. It’s ‘all about Him’.

Rev Frank Sellar, Convenor

Youth Action Team
This  year has  been another eventful one in the life of 
the young people – and leaders! – at Bloomfield.

God has blessed us enormously in all aspects  of the 
work we undertake in His name, but it’s  virtually 
impossible to quantify what ‘success’ looks like in 
terms of ‘sharing good news’. It is clear, however, that 
we are seeing lives  changed and tuned more closely to 
God at all stages of our children’s and young people’s 
development. Attendance is a blunt tool to use as an 
indicator of progress  and we wouldn’t want to apply 
that measure without considering the multiplicity of 
ways in which the children and young people are 
influenced and directed by Godly leaders in all of our 
organisations. On the other hand, we do see growing 
numbers and, most encouragingly, friends  accepting 
invitations to join with us from outside our existing 
church membership.

The Youth Action Team has  functioned well, but there 
have been some necessary absentees due to study 
commitments at home and ‘away’. The current ‘core’ 
is made up of Mark Keown, Malcolm McClure, James 
Cousley, Gavin Dunn, Philip Boyd, Alan Galbraith, 
Jenefer Maguire and Sarah McClure. Philip Boyd as 
Youth Intern and Jeff Blue have made huge 
contributions  as the current incumbents from the 
Ministry Team and many thanks  are due to them for 
their hard work and inspiration.  Karen Jardine has 
resigned because of her new responsibilities  with the 
Discipleship Action Team and we will miss her wisdom 
and experience enormously. We wish her well in this 
important role.

God has blessed many aspects of the work with young 
people, providing leaders  who are committed to living 
out their Christian faith by sharing it with young people 
and children.  We are deeply indebted to all the long-
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serving leaders and to those who have volunteered to 
join teams over the last year.
In KidzZone there are very healthy numbers of 
children coming weekly – and we really enjoy meeting 
children who visit on special occasions! Under the 
leadership of James Cousley, the four teams  have 
been focusing on, for example, the fruits of the Spirit 
and the life of Joseph. The children learn and grow in 
faith through drama, story-telling, small group 
discussion, prayer, craft, memory verses  and 
worship. It’s  really encouraging to hear the children’s 
responses which show how much they know about 
God’s  Word, and to see them so ready to thank God 
and pray for others.

The youth club, K4C, is another way of including and 
reaching out to children between the ages of 8 and 12. 
Many thanks to James Gordon and the team who 
faithfully share their Friday evenings with a group of 
children gathered from within and outside the 
congregation. Games, sport, craft and a key central 
message from the Bible make up a crazy 90 minutes 
or so. Please feel free to call in some evening to see 
what’s going on – ear plugs recommended!

It’s  been another busy year in Merge, with highlights 
including an away day at Cranfield, as well as 
weekends at the Cleenish centre in Enniskillen and 
then at Adelaide Road Presbyterian in Dublin. These 
“specials” supplement the weekly meetings on 
Saturday and Sunday evenings where we’ve been 
focusing on specific Bible books such as  Jonah and 
themes such as God Speaks.  In these meetings, our 
young people hear teaching, watch video clips, 
discuss the topics in smaller groups and then share 
what they’ve learnt with everyone.   The great value of 
this  approach is that everyone has  a chance to 
contribute and be actively involved in the sessions.  
That active involvement also extends to increasing 

numbers of the young people volunteering at the 
Walkway summer scheme, the church’s own Holiday 
Bible Club and CSSM. 

We were delighted when Gail Logan volunteered to join 
the Merge team. We’ve also benefited from the 
continued involvement and teaching of Jeffrey Blue 
and Philip Boyd.  Philip’s employment as an intern has 
enabled him to maintain the teens’ home group and 
develop relevant, high-quality, engaging programmes 
for Merge. He will be sorely missed when his 
employment ends in the near future. 

Philip’s  imminent departure underlines our need of a 
dedicated Youth Worker. Much of the Youth Action 
Team’s time this  year has  been devoted to refining the 
job description and personal qualities  for the 
prospective post and we hope to advertise early in 
2015.

Separate reports in the Yearbook will inform you in 
greater detail of the work undertaken by the various 
groups, including in particular, the very active Boys’ 
Brigade Company and Guiding groups  that fall under 
the umbrella of the YAT. We in the Youth Action Team 
are conscious of the importance of the uniformed 
groups. They draw young people to Bloomfield who, 
under other circumstances, may not come under the 
influence of Christian mentors. The leaders  are 
inspiring individuals  who have committed a huge 
amount of time and all the resources they can muster 
for many years  to build lasting relationships with the 
young people under their care. 

We would like to pay tribute to all those who lead and 
help in these groups and inspire the young people who 
make them up. It’s clear that these folk are not merely 
delivering programmes, however brilliant they may be, 
but are actively committed to sharing the Gospel with 
children and young people.

[17]



Thanks again to all who are involved ‘at the coal face’, 
as well as to all those who encourage and support us 
in prayer.

Malcolm McClure and Mark Keown, Convenors

Congregational committee
At the conclusion of last year’s report I stated that we 
should continue to seek God’s  guidance with regards 
to the proposed building project and over the course 
of 2014 it has been heartening to see that progress is 
being made with regards  to the way in which we serve 
our local community.

Over the past few years, the issue of the potential 
redevelopment has been the main issue in the work of 
the Congregational Committee and 2014 has  seen the 
project gather momentum.  At the meeting in March, 
the Committee recommended that the Congregation 
would approve an updated version of the project at a 
cost of £1.2 million. This  was  subsequently approved 
at the AGM with overwhelming support.

Since then both the fundraising and property aspects 
have made significant progress. Further updates  have 
been made to the plans and at the end of November a 
meeting was held with the Planners to discuss how to 
progress with a view to the submission of a planning 
application in 2015. On the fundraising side, there was 
also significant progress. At the end of November 
2013 there was £223000 in the Building Fund but by 
the same period in 2014, this had risen to £525000 
and there was  a further boost before the end of the 
year with the receipt of £15000 in external funding.

At the end of 2013, I doubt that many people would 
have thought that so much progress would have been 
made and thanks  are due to the work of all on the 

development sub-committees and, in particular, Mr. 
Ken Groves  and Mr. Malcolm McClure as  well as  Mr. 
George McCambley who has been progressing the 
external funding matters.

In addition, to this  very positive news, there have 
unfortunately also been some very difficult times as 
several of those who have played a huge role in 
Committee life over many years have passed away. In 
the autumn, two elders who had played a key role in 
the life of the Congregation passed away. Both Mr. 
Norman Brown, a former Honorary Secretary of the 
Committee, and Mr. Alastair Giffen had served 
diligently over many years and, in recent times, Alastair 
had been particularly active on the Finance sub-
Committee and in providing his  engineering expertise 
as he took part in the Development group. His  wisdom 
will be sadly missed and I would extend our 
sympathies to both families at this difficult time.

In September, we were also shocked by the death of 
Mrs. Norah Scott who we will all sorely miss for her 
tireless work as  the Convenor of the Reception sub-
Committee, member of the Finance sub-Committee, 
many years  in service to the Guiding movement as 
well as  Assistant Secretary tot eh Church Committee. 
As  the Secretary, Norah had been invaluable in 
providing support to me over the past 12 years and 
she will be very much missed by me but I think that the 
biggest loss  will be with regards to the concern that 
she had to ensure that every visitor to Bloomfield 
received a warm welcome through her role in 
Reception. Over the years, I am sure that this work has 
resulted in many people joining our Congregation and I 
feel that the best legacy that we can leave to her 
memory is to ensure that we continue to make sure 
that a focus remains on ensuring that everyone feels at 
home when they come through our doors. Our 
thoughts and prayers continue to be with the family.
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In the early part of the year, we also learnt of the death 
of our former Minister, the Rev. Robert Crooks, who 
died in Canada. The third of only five Ministers  in our 
Church’s history, he was the Minister when our family 
joined Bloomfield and I will always have fond 
memories of his inspirational sermons as  well as an 
opportunity to meet with Betty at their beloved cottage 
in Parry Sound soon after he retired. We continue to 
remember Brian and the rest of the family.

As  has already been alluded to, 2014 has  proved to 
be a positive year from a financial point of view with 
the amount donated through FWO also rising in 
addition to the large increase in the value of the 
building fund.  Many thanks are again due to the work 
undertaken by Mrs. Jenny McNarry, our Treasurer, 
and Mrs. Jill Simpson, the Gift Aid Secretary, who 
spend so much time ensuring that the Congregation 
is on a firm financial footing.  It was  also agreed to 
review the salaries  of all the staff to ensure they meet 
not only the minimum wage but the higher living 
wage.

In terms of Property matters, no new Convenor was 
found so Prof. Adrian Long has  continued to fill in 
during the increasingly long interim. During 2014, a 
number of projects were completed including the 
provision of a macerating toilet in the front tower, 
repairs to the stained glass windows, alarm and 
lighting in the Sanctuary as well as maintenance work 
on guttering and decoration at the Manse. Work was 
also undertaken to fix the fire alarm system and 
provide improved storage in the Frackelton Hall. 
Thanks are again due to the Convenor and his  team 
for their ongoing work.

Regrettably, during the year, due to the retirement of a 
number of ladies who undertook the work at the Lunch 
Club, it had to be suspended and we would thank 
them all for their valuable contribution over so many 

years. There was significant work undertaken by the 
Social sub-Committee, led by Mrs. Joyce Manson, 
due to the large number of funerals  especially in the 
latter part of the year. The work of the volunteers  is 
much appreciated by us  all and by the families  with 
over £2000 having been raised in donation as way of 
thanks.

The Chairman continues to serve with great energy 
and enthusiasm and also is  to be thanked for co-
ordinating, alongside the Office volunteers, the 
increasing accommodation needs of the Congregation 
and the organisations  who are using the halls  from 
outside. These include Weightwatchers, the new Lyric 
and those providing singing lessons, showing that 
Bloomfield is  right at the heart of our community. In 
addition, the Church was also used for the first time as 
the venue for the Christmas  Fair and thanks are due to 
those who ran this highly successful event.

In terms  of Administration, the Year Book has been 
made more user friendly and our Office volunteers  and 
others are owed a great debt of gratitude for their 
ongoing work.

In conclusion, despite the very difficult challenges that 
we have face in 2014, I think that it has  been a very 
positive year for the work of the Congregational 
Committee and I would like to thank all the members 
for their contributions. One positive change that has 
been introduced is that all meetings now commence 
with an extended time of prayer which I think has 
helped us  all better focus  on the matters in hand and 
in particular the way we handle difficult decisions. Due 
to an election of elders, the Committee term has been 
extended by a further year to 2016 and I would ask 
that you continue to pray for us as  we seek God’s  help 
to develop our witness in this community.

Michael Long, Honorary Secretary
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Badminton Club
The Badminton Club continues  to meet on Friday 
evenings. We have enthusiastic membership, enjoying 
not only playing the game but also having good fun 
and fellowship together. We enjoyed our annual 
Christmas dinner at Scrabo Golf Club in May!

So, join us on Friday nights. Standard of play is  not 
important, so whether you are a beginner or someone 
who hasn’t played since school days, come along and 
burn off a few calories. You will be guaranteed a very 
warm welcome.

Dawn Simons (Secretary)

24th Belfast Company, The Boys Brigade

As the year ends we can still hear the echoes of our 
Carol singing at our Christmas  open night in 
December. It is  always a great joy to see all the boys 
and staff involved together with parents  and friends. It 
reminds  us  that we are part of a bigger family and 
indeed part of our community. One in which we 
continue to pursue the BPC mission ‘To know Jesus 
and share His  love’ along with that of the BB ‘To 
advance Christ’s Kingdom amongst boys’.

We do take our community aspect very seriously and 
view the activities such as the Bar B Q, Enrolment, 
Inspection and Christmas events  as reaching beyond 
our church family and into the wider community.  This 
is supported by the willing band of ‘Hebrews’ who 

provide tea and a chat with parents  as they come to 
collect their boys every week which is greatly 
appreciated and valued. 

As I write this introduction I am again conscious  of the 
work and efforts  of the leadership team to continue to 
work to achieve these objectives week in week out. In 
these days when commitment and dedication seem to 
be replaced by a much more casual approach to 
church life I want to pay tribute to this  team and to 
Karen and Nicola in particular as they lead the Anchor 
Boys  and Junior Section. In addition they both play an 
important role in the life of the Belfast Battlion as they 
serve on the Training Committee and are involved in 
courses and residential activities as well. 

It is with sadness that we note the passing of our dear 
friend and former officer Alistair Giffen in December 
2014. ‘Big A’ as  he was affectionately known was  a 
cornerstone of the 24th for many years  as was  evident 
at his Thanksgiving Service when so many ‘men’ came 
to pay their respects. Our continued sympathies  go to 
Susan and Kathryn and to Andrew and David both 
former members of the Company. 

Overall I am delighted to report that all sections of ‘The 
24th’ are in pretty good shape. We enjoy being with 
each other and can enjoy a good laugh as well as the 
more serious side. That’s not to say that we don’t have 
difficulties and pressures  but through prayer and 
action we can see the evidence of the Lords continued 
blessing on this work and are mindful that without this, 
we are simply an activity centre.

24th BB Anchor Boys

Q. What is the purpose of the Boys’ Brigade? 
A. “The advancement of Christ’s  Kingdom among 
boys” and for us in the Anchor Boys this  is  where 
that journey begins. 
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Approximately 25 young boys  having fun, making new 
friends, creating lots of noise and learning about God’s 
love, every Monday night in Bloomfield Presbyterian 
from 630-8pm. But don’t take it from me – listen to 
what our boys have to say!

“I love Anchor Boys because we get to play dodge ball 
…. I’ve made lots  of new friends at Anchor Boys  …. 
Anchor Boys is fun .... I love making things  at Anchor 
Boys  – my favourite was when we made skiers  …. I 
got points  for my squad this week when I answered a 
question after our Bible story …. I like it when I can 
bring my new toy for show and tell …. The best night 
was when the police came and I got to sit in their car 
and turn on the siren …. Next week it is  my turn to 
write our opening prayer …. I told jokes when we had 
Anchor Boys  have got talent .... I know that when I 
pray God will hear me .... My mummy said she was 
really proud of me at our display .... I can’t wait to be in 
the Company Section …. I want to play the drums.”

This  just gives  you snapshot of some of the things  that 
the boys think about when the think about BB and 
what happens on a Monday nights  throughout the 
year. Last year was no exception as the boys have 
enjoyed a varied programme taken by both the leaders 
and visitors. The boys have also enjoyed feeling part of 
the wider BB  family as we joined with both Junior 
Section and Company Section for events such as our 
Annual Display, our end of year family BBQ, the 
Enrolment Service, our Christmas Carols & Mince Pies. 

Anchor Boys continue to be dominated by those from 
outside our own church membership and as  a 
leadership team we are acutely aware of the 
responsibility that brings as we seek to build 
relationships with those in our community and share 
the love of Jesus with those who choose to send their 
boys  along. It has been encouraging to see so many 

parents  support our events “outside” of a Monday 
night whether in church at Enrolment or the Youth 
Service or on special occasions  like the Display. These 
events  provide opportunities to deepen our 
relationships with the families of our company and as 
BB officers  we appreciate all those who have 
partnered with us in ensuring that everyone feels 
welcome.  We are grateful for the support of those on 
the Hebrews rota who so faithfully provide tea for our 
parents  each Monday night and we know that this 
service is  appreciated by many. Building relationships 
with our families has been on their hearts  of the officer 
team over the last few years and we value you prayers 
as we continue to work on this and reach out to our 
community.

Of course Anchor Boys cannot run without a 
dedicated officer team and this  year has  seen some 
change. We have lost the services of Nicola McTier 
but we congratulate her on the birth of Amber and 
wish her well as she settles  into church in Bangor.  
Matthew McKibbin and Eszter Surgenor have also 
stepped down from helping on a regular basis  and we 
thank them for all their service. In September we 
welcomed Felicity Orr and Jeffrey Blue to the team 
and along with Gayle Logan, Joanne Gordon and 
Philip Boyd they continue to be the backbone of all 
that happens on a Monday night. We hope that David 
Currie will be re-joining us in 2015 and also thank the 
senior boys  of Scott McNarry and Ross  Currie for all 
their support.

The Anchor Boys are a joy and delight to work with 
and we pray that the seeds we are sowing will be 
nurtured and become fruitful so that many will know of 
the “Sure & Stedfast” love of Christ.

Karen Reid, OIC Anchor Boys
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24th BB Junior Section

We continue to have 18 Junior Section boys  who 
come along every week. Half of the boys  are from 
families  that are not connected to our church so it is 
encouraging that the BB  continues to attract boys 
from the local community.

Normal programme activities  include games, sporting 
activities, craft, quizzes, cookery, marching/drill and 
bible time and many of these activities  contribute 
towards their award badges  which are presented at 
the annual inspection around Easter time.

In addition to our normal meeting night we have had a 
variety of additional activities:

• 10 Pin Bowling outing
• A couple of members of the congregation were 

also kind enough to come along and take activities 
for us.  Stephen McDonald gave a couple of talks 
to the boys during the year and the second time 
he came along he was accompanied by Graham 
Simpson and they also had a fun craft and activity 
time with the boys

• Visit by Gavin Boyd who gave the boys  instruction 
in the art of African drumming

• Belfast Battalion Junior Section “Drinahilly 
Challenge” at Shepherds  Lodge, Newcastle.  Nine 
boys  enjoyed a picnic and afternoon of hiking and 
challenges.

The boys also took part in five aside football and mini 
cross-country competitions organised by the South & 
East Belfast Group and the Belfast Battalion.  Harry & 
Robbie Cooper, Michael Taylor and Adam Ballantine 
took part in the mini cross-country event at Belvoir and 
their joint efforts  resulted in the 24th Company retaining 
the Minicross Group Shield.

We held another sponsored walk this  year from 
Dundonald back to the church (via the chip shop) 
along the Comber Greenway.  It was an enjoyable 
evening and a good chance to get out and chat to the 
boys.  As a result we raised £220 which was split 
between the Church Building Fund and the 
Presbyterian Orphan & Children’s Society 

As a company we had two events  where we were able 
to welcome parents  and friends. Our annual Christmas 
event and the end of session BBQ in May.  

Thanks to the boys  for participating so enthusiastically 
in all we do and to the parents and grandparents who 
take the time to not only bring them along every 
Monday evening but to also bring them to the various 
events. We also continue to be encouraged by the 
support of the congregation and very much appreciate 
their support.

As a section we have been blessed with a dedicated 
team of officers  Gavin Dunn, Anna Simpson, Gareth 
McKibbin (congratulation on the birth of his  second 
daughter Maya), Brian Gaffney and John Ballantine, 
who we have now also welcomed (back) to the team.    

Please continue to pray for our work with the boys  as 
we endeavour to advance Christ’s Kingdom among 
our boys and our families.

Nicola Elwood, OIC Junior Section

24th Company Section

Looking over the year it is a bit odd that we start with 
the end of one session and end with the start of the 
other. For me, one of the key moments was to see 4 of 
our boys end their BB Career at the display having 
been with the Company since the age of 5 – some 14 
years later. We were delighted that they were all 
awarded with the Presidents Badge which is  one of 
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our main hopes for each boy. Encouragingly we have 
another two boys who are in the process  of attaining 
their Queens Badge and will complete in 2015. 

Our Badgework programme continues to operate 
across  the full breadth of Community, Recreation & 
Skills underpinned with Christian Faith. In all our 
Badgework we adopt a ‘learning by doing’ approach 
and try to place each activity in a Christian context. 
When we are involved with the Tear Fund Lunch for 
example there are direct links between International / 
World Development / Aid / Community / Skills / 
Service and the Christian principles that are at the 
heart of why we are involved. During the last year we 
have been able to rejuvenate interest in the likes of 
Volleyball and Table Tennis, even getting to the play 
offs in the Volleyball Competition.

We have again been involved in outdoor activities and 
our annual sojourn to Shepherds Lodge is  now a 
highlight in the calendar. It is  great to have the 
opportunity to take the boys away and see how they 
grow and develop –even over the space of a weekend. 
There is no doubt that this  type of activity has  helped 
to engender a great sense of ‘oneness’ in the 
Company which is a delight for all of the staff. Other 
activities have included trips to the cinema and ten pin 
bowling. Our Car Wash & Coffee morning was another 
success  (well almost) and apologies  for those whose 
car had to be washed twice!

We particularly are keen that our boys  take a full and 
active part in the youth work in Bloomfield and it is 
great to see many of them involved in this. The 
relationships that exist between the boys and Philip 
Boyd and Jeffrey Blue has made this an almost 
seamless experience for many and we hope this 
continues  to grow. We don’t talk about it, but the fact 
that Philip is  likely to move away to further his 

experience in 2015 is  something we are not looking 
forward to. That said, we wish him every blessing and 
assure him of our continued support and prayers. He 
can start up ‘The 24th’ in Australia along with former 
officer Rev David Campbell with whom he hopes to 
work.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff 
publicly for their pastoral support to me during my 
family bereavement and my subsequent absence 
following surgery in March. I can testify that their 
leadership definitely has  had an impact on the boys. I 
have been overwhelmed by the way in which the boys 
of the Company Section, in particular, have stepped 
up to the mark. So much so that they looked out for 
my best interests (helping me not to feel past it!) 
particularly on our recent Shepherds Lodge weekend 
in November.

In September we introduced a ‘Drum Head Service’ 
led by ‘old boy’ Drew Gibson for the Company Section 
and all of the officers  as we brought the 2014 / 2015 to 
the Lord for His  blessing and as  a small tribute to our 
previous President Roy Getty. For everyone concerned 
it was  a very moving and significant way to start the 
session and to do so in a way that Roy would have 
appreciated – the Focus on Christ and not on him.

In closing it is a great delight for us  to have so many 
boys  who have made a profession of faith and to see 
them live out their faith amongst their peers. For us 
this  is  the most encouraging aspect and greatly 
affirming in terms of our primary objective. Please 
continue to pray for work of the 24th that in all things 
we will ‘seek to Advance Christ’s Kingdom.’

Billy Manson, Captain
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Bloomfield Mens Bowling Club
2014 was another very enjoyable year for the mens 
Bowling Club. Weekly attendance was very steady at 
approximately 18 members  each night. At the AGM 
the following members were re-elected:

Chairman: 	 Ken Munn
Treasure: 	 Stanley Cobain
Secretary: 	 Cecil Carson
Committee:	 John Curry, George McCambley, 
	 John Maxwell, Bert Young

Trophy	 Winner

Samuel Woods Trophy	 Campbell Brown
Eric Vint Memorial Trophy	 George McCambley
Hugh McRoberts Trophy	 Gordon Bowers
Dr John W Orr Trophy	 Gordon Bowers

During the year we decided to breakaway from our 
usual tea and biscuits replacing them with apple 
cakes, sausage rolls  and some nice fancies. Having 
difficultly to get the oven to work, the sausage rolls 
and apple cakes were placed under the grill. Leaving 
the kitchen for a moment, the smell of smoke 
hastened our return, only to find it engulfed in flames. 
The smoke alarm was activated, followed by a shout 
"everyone out". The Police and Fire Brigade swiftly 
arrived and no one knew how to turn the alarm off. It 
seemed a long time before the "one and only" Mr 
Dailey arrived to sort things out. I can still hear him 
shout from the steps at the back of the church at the 
guilty person; I wonder who that person was??. 
Needless to say everything turned out fine and we are 
now sticking with tea and biscuits.

During the year, it was  with great sadness  that we 
learned of the passing of a very dear friend and long 
standing bowler, Norman Brown. Norman was 

secretary of the club from 1972 to 1983. It was 
enjoyable to look back at the old club book at some of 
his writings.

Again this  year we will be having our annual outing to 
Portrush. Its  a great day out and if you would like to 
join us  whether you are an experienced bowler, golfer, 
novice, or just fancy a day out, please let me know 
(with a £10 deposit) as  early indication will help make 
the necessary arrangements.

I would like to take this opportunity to invite gentlemen 
who are free Thursday nights  from 7pm to 9pm to join 
us  for a good nights craic or to come along to the 
annual Portrush outing.

Cecil Carson (Secretary)

Bloomfield Ladies Bowling Club
We had another very busy and enjoyable season this 
year and shared great fellowship together. Our 
numbers continue to grow and we now have more 
than forty ladies in our club.

We have been trying to reach out to ladies in the wider 
community, and we are very pleased that now, over 
25% of our members  do not belong to Bloomfield 
Presbyterian Church.

Our competitions  ran as  usual throughout the year.  At 
Halloween our target bowls competition was won by 
Etta McCoy with runners-up Edith Pearce and Ruth 
Addley. Our second target bowls competition in the 
spring was won by Roberta McCracken with runners 
up Edith Pearce, Etta McCoy and Ann Johnston.  New 
trophies were purchased this year for the winners of 
the pair’s  competition. They were awarded to Roberta 
McCracken and Winnie Craig, with runners up Belle 
Heaney and Jean Brown. The Rinks  Trophy is awarded 
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to the lady with the highest score at the end of the 
season. This year it was  awarded to Evelyn Elwood 
with runner up Marie Sands.

At the end of the season we had a sit-down lunch and 
our prize distribution, when our trophies were 
presented by Mr Ken Munn, President of the Men’s 
Bowling Club. We also had a trip to the indoor Bowling 
Arena at Shaw’s  Bridge the following week, where we 
enjoyed a game of bowls and a lovely lunch together.

We enjoyed several social occasions  throughout the 
season. Our Christmas dinner was  held in the Park 
Avenue Hotel where we enjoyed a lovely meal and 
entertained ourselves  afterwards with a sing song 
accompanied by Ruth on keyboard. In March, twenty 
seven ladies enjoyed a theatre break in Dublin to see 
Warhorse, a really wonderful show. Many of the ladies 
made good use of the hotel swimming pool and spa 
facilities. Others enjoyed a day's shopping or explored 
Dublin. We decided to go up the Antrim coast again for 
our day trip on 4th July as  we had enjoyed it so much 
last year. It turned out to be a great day which was 
finished off with a lovely meal in the Royal Court Hotel.

As well as  bowling each Thursday we have a book stall 
and sales table, which is  run by Maureen White 
throughout the season. Through her hard work and the 
generosity of the ladies  in our club, she was able to 
raise over £1000.00 for the church building fund. 
Running alongside this is the Avon agency run by 
Eleanor McAllister, who, throughout the year also 
worked very hard taking and delivering orders  to 
members of our club and the congregation. All profits 
from this  venture which amounted to approximately 
£500.00 went to the church building fund. These ladies 
are to be commended for all their hard work and we 
give thanks  for the wonderful effort they have made, 
supported by our members, for our new buildings.

We are again indebted to the members of the men’s 
bowling who put the mats down for us each week and 
make sure we have everything we need.

If there are any ladies in our congregation or in the 
community, who are free on Thursday mornings, we 
extend a warm invitation to you to join us. It's a great 
way to make new friends.

Pat Patterson (Secretary)

Charis
The past year has  been one of great blessing for 
Charis  as we transitioned into two separate groups.  
We have a group of families who value Charis  and 
come along faithfully to every meeting. Many have 
been coming for 6 years and so we have been able to 
develop good relationships with parents and their 
children who have complex special needs. We also 
have a fantastic, committed group of volunteers  whose 
faces and acts  of kindness help them to look like the 
people they are – God’s family.  They demonstrate the 
love of Jesus  very practically in the way they care for 
and play with our children.  There is  great fun, laughter 
and joy in the simplest of games  and activities and it is 
a privilege to be a link in this chain of compassion.

Charis  was originally set up for 8-14 year olds  but our 
children have been allowed to stay on after this  age as 
we did not like to turn any away. In June the 
committee decided that in order to accommodate all 
of our children the group needed to be split into two.

Charis  now starts  at 2pm for under 16’s, and we have 
had several new children coming along. In this  group 
every child has  a one-to-one buddy. These children 
enjoy our soft play area, ball pool, tunnels and rockers 
as well as relaxing in our peaceful sensory room. This 
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room is  equipped with large illuminated interactive 
bubble tubes, fibre optic lights  and all kinds of multi-
sensory activities. 

Now the young people aged 16+ arrive for 3.30pm and 
finish at 5pm. We were delighted when Jordan Spence 
offered to design a programme for this group. He 
works as an outdoor accessibility instructor with 
Belfast Activity Centre and knew some of our children 
from working in schools. He has come along to show 
us  new group activities which have worked well and 
are much more age appropriate for the older teens.  In 
order for this  program to run well, the parents  now 
support their sons/daughters in the activities. There is 
also a team of helpers in the hall  joining in with all the 
games. The new format has worked well and we are all 
thrilled to see our young adults participating in 
challenging activities. There has been a treasure hunt, 
cookery, tent building and many games. A recent 
session of African drumming was truly amazing and 
lasted a full hour!

Looking back, our summer barbeque attracted a large 
crowd in the glorious  sunshine. Santa arrived with 
presents  in December at Belfast Activity Centre, much 
to everyone’s  delight! Some of our families  have also 
been able to come along to church events  and the 
puppet show at the recent fair was much loved.

In Isaiah 30:18 we read “Yet the Lord longs to be 
gracious to you: he rises  to show you compassion.”  
Our prayer for the future is that we may increasingly 
demonstrate God’s love and compassion to many in 
need in our community.

I commend this  report to you with thanks  to the 
congregation for your continued prayers. If you would 
like to know more or feel you would like to help, please 
speak to any one of the committee or myself and 
arrange to drop in for a wee visit.

Committee: Deirdre Bowden, Geoff Gordon, Mandy 
Lee, Jenny McNarry, Joyce Manson.

Karen Hamilton, Charis Leader

Crèche
Crèche Register: Crèche facilitates childcare for the 
babies  and toddlers  (under 4’s) of our congregation 
during the Sunday church service and thereafter for 
Life builders. This enables the parents of those 
children to participate in Sunday worship. Facilities 
operate from 10:55am until 1pm. Crèche leaders  and 
volunteers begin the set -up of crèche from 10:30 - 
10:45am. With the arrival of many new babies this 
year, numbers  on the Crèche register swelled to in 
excess of 30. On a weekly basis, crèche has  regular 
attendees of approximately 15-20 babies  and toddlers. 
We also have responsibility for the care of the children 
of visitors to the Sunday morning service.

During 2014 a number of our babies and toddlers 
progressed to Kidzone ‘Blue Group’ including Sophia, 
Samuel, Gabriella, Emily, Ellie, Martha, Ben, Zac, Ruby, 
and Zoe. We wish them all God’s  blessings as  they 
move onwards in our church family.

Staffing: We have a dedicated team of 8 crèche leaders 
who setup, organise and facilitate crèche on a weekly 
basis, assisted by a list of approximately 45+ 
volunteers. We thank them all for their dedication, 
enthusiasm and support. Each year we must say a sad 
farewell to some long serving volunteers, some moving 
on to pastures new and others who are diverting their 
attentions to serve the Lord in other ways.  It is with 
sadness that we say farewell to Amanda Morrow, Ruth 
Dickey, Lois Bailie and Sharon Groves. We have 
secured some replacement volunteers  including 
Sophie Gordon, Pamela Roberts  and Felicity Orr. We 
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very much welcome their addition to the team. Going 
forward three of our most established and experienced 
leaders  of crèche, namely Jenny Gregg, Deborah 
Sloan and Nuala Smyth are moving on and are serving 
our congregation in other ways. We are blessed to 
have had their diligent support for so many years and 
wish them well in their other endeavours. We are 
pleased to welcome in their place Rosie Kerr, Angela 
Dunn and Susan Lavery. Rosie has already started and 
we look forward to Angela and Susan both starting 
early in 2015. We are very grateful that they have been 
so willing to take on a leadership role in creche.  

With a changeover of leaders and staff, and to ensure 
a fair distribution of ‘time in church’ and being mindful 
of the child protection ratios for proper supervision of 
our young babies and children, we are always  keen to 
secure additional volunteers. It is a great privilege to 
spend time with the little children of our congregation 
and to afford their parents the opportunity to attend a 
full church service.

Going Forward: We are currently trialling a new text 
reminder service for volunteers, which has been well 
received. We are also now endeavouring to distribute 
our rota by email . This  greatly assists  the 
administration of crèche. For those who do not have or 
wish to use email, hard copies will of course continue 
to be distributed. If any crèche volunteer has not yet 
provided mobile or email details  (only a few remaining!) 
please provide these details to a member of the 
crèche leadership team.

Invitation: Volunteering for crèche is an opportunity for 
all in our congregation to serve God in caring for our 
young children. We are always keen for new 
volunteers.

‘And whoever welcomes  a little child like this  in my 
name welcomes me.’ Matthew 18 v 5

Catherine Chambers  on behalf of the crèche team: 
Angela Dunn, Kerry Cousley, Melanie Nelson, Rhonda 
Coles, Rosemary Kerr, Allison Morrison, Susan Lavery.

Dads and toddlers
The dads and toddlers  group continues to meet 
between 10.00am - 11.30am on the second Saturday 
of each month. We have been deeply encouraged by 
the continued large numbers of dads  who attend from 
outside of Bloomfield Presbyterian Church.

With the kids having fun in the main hall with the 
dressing up, slides. sand pit, scooters and bikes, the 
dads have an opportunity to retire to the lounge area 
and sample the culinary delights of a hot breakfast, 
washed down with tea or coffee. The kids are not 
forgotten and are also treated to toast, sausages, fruit 
and juice.

Once again a big thank you this year to Billy Manson, 
Stephen MacDonald, John Elwood, Richard Irons and 
Drew Gibson for their unfailing, regular support and 
help each month. Most importantly, a big thank-you to 
all the dads, who support us regularly on these 
Saturday mornings.

The December meeting was especially memorable for 
the kids as  once again a passing visit was  made by 
Santa Clause distributing gifts and obtaining final 
updates on christmas  ‘wish’ lists. The dads also 
enjoyed a special sit down Christmas Ulster fry 
courtesy of our in house executive chef. 

We look forward to 2015 with optimism and we 
continue to encourage and welcome any new dads 
with children from new born to P1 age to join us on our 
Saturday morning for some craic and good food.

Vernon Taylor (Co-ordinator)
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Guides in Bloomfield

Rainbow Guides

It has  been another encouraging year for the Rainbows 
– attendance has remained high with 31 girls aged 4-7 
regularly attending on Tuesday evenings to take part in 
a varied programme of fun-filled activities. Along with 
our usual games, stories, craft and Rainbow Chat, we 
have focused this year on the Roundabout the World 
badge. This  involved exploring other countries, their 
different cultures  and climates and thinking about the 
needs of other people. 

The girls were particularly excited to learn about 
charities  which help children around the world and 
then to actively help support a charity by making the 
annual church Christmas  card, donations for which will 
go to a project in Blantyre, Malawi. The girls’ desire to 
learn, have great fun and also think of others has been 
a great blessing and encouragement to us as leaders.

We have had brilliant opportunities  this year to invite 
friends and family along to our annual Lorne Walk and 
have also had a number of special visitors  to 
Rainbows  such as  Rebecca Leeson who kindly 
facilitated a ‘Jumping Clay’ workshop which the girls 
(and the leaders) greatly enjoyed!

I would like to thank the dedicated team that help with 
Rainbows every Tuesday evening – Jennifer, 
Stephanie, Kensey and Hannah, and am also grateful 
for the support from those who have stepped in to 
help out when additional cover was required.

From everyone at Rainbows, we would like to say a big 
thank you to all who continue to encourage and 
support us, and in this  coming year we would again 
ask for your continued prayerful support.

Deborah Simpson, Rainbow Guider

Brownie Guides

What happens on a Tuesday night from 6.45pm – 
8.00pm with 43 girls aged between 7 and 10 years?

We start Brownies  with an epilogue which usually 
consists of a Bible story and a prayer which is  written 
by a Brownie. This  year we have been blessed by 
Philip and Jeffrey dropping in to not only help with the 
epilogue but staying on to chat with the girls, which 
has been lovely. Thank you to both. We then have 
inspection which ranges from inspecting Brownie 
uniform to their six boxes. This gains points for their 
six which all goes to obtain the best six shield at our 
parent’s evening.

The rest of the nights this  year have been filled with 
visits  from the Cat Protection League, Alison Morrison 
made cake pops, Ruth Moore told us  about her 
experiences in Moldova, Hannah Gibson told us  of her 
exciting trip to Romania in the summer with an Exodus 
team and we had a visit from Sheppy the dog and his 
owner who had written a book about him. We also had 
a visit from the Somme Centre on Remembrance Day. 
The girls  were able to try on nurses  outfits from WW1 
(which surprisingly fitted 10 year olds). This  visit was 
really informative.

As girlguiding celebrated 100 years, the Brownies all 
worked towards gaining their 100th birthday challenge 
badge. We also used this as  the theme for our parent’s 
night where we had Brownies  dressed in uniforms  from 
over the past 100 years.
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We had a pack holiday in November at Lorne, with a 
Disney theme. Girls and leaders  had a great time. 
Thank you to Joyce Manson who took our devotions 
on the Sunday and was excellent as usual.

I would also like to thank our badge testers who help 
us  out twice a year - Janet, Pauline, Lesley, Joyce and 
Jean. As you can probably tell, a lot takes  place every 
Tuesday night and this  would not be possible without 
the help of my leaders  – Janessa, Ruth, Suzy, Hannah 
and Eloise. Thank you to all of them. 

Please pray that as  leaders  we will find and take 
opportunities  to show God’s love with the Brownies 
and their families.

Dawn Simons (Brown Owl)

69th Belfast Guides

Another year of fun, fellowship, trying new things and 
helping others. We started off the year with 27 girls, 
including some who moved up from Brownies. We 
continue to work in our Patrols and their names 
include Daisies, Star Fish and Red Roses!

The whole issue with the Promise for Guiding has  been 
a difficult one and personally I have found it quite a 
challenge. The session have now agreed the way 
forward and I would ask that you continue to pray for 
the leaders and girls as   we explain it and they make 
this individual Promise.

This  year we have taken part in all the usual activities 
the Guide programme encourages. We had visits  from 
Animal Allsorts, when the girls could hold snakes, 
Doodlebugs where they made stuff out of rubbish, to 
welcoming our own Peer Educator talking to the girls 
about Bullying and the Media. We had a Bring a Friend 
night, did the Lorne Walk, took part in Zumba and had 

a weekend at Lorne entitled ‘Inside Out’ when the girls 
were in tents one night and luxury inside the second 
night! We won our Division and County rounds of the 
annual Captain Ball tournament but were narrowly 
defeated after extra time in the Ulster Final.

We were also able to teach the girls about helping here 
at home and further afield. One of our girls working for 
her BP Award made buns and we were able to give 
Banardos £60.00, completed the Lorne Walk for All 
Hands Project Leyte in the Philippines which Amy 
Coopers aunt was volunteering for (and she baked 
buns as well!) and give our 50% of what we get to 
keep of £230.53, donated shoe boxes  for our annual 
Samaritans  Purse project, completed the Bra 
Challenge to support young girls  and women in African 
countries  and went Carol Singing to the local 
Bloomfield Nursing Home at Christmas. On top of this 
we encourage the girls a couple of times a year to 
contribute to Storehouse.

The Guides continue to do badge work and various 
challenges. We were delighted that Alexandra, Kirsty-
Leigh, Rachel and Rebekah all received their BP Award 
at the City Hall in May. Rangers are up and running 
again and a number of girls and Janessa as  a leader 
have moved on there.

Thanks go to my fabulous leaders  Jessica, Sarah and 
Janessa. In September I was delighted to welcome as 
young leaders, Grace McCluney and Emily Malcolm. I 
know they will make a valuable contribution to the 
Guide Unit. Please pray and support the girls  and 
leaders. Thank you to those of you who spoke to me 
over the last year and offered encouraging words when 
the going got tough. Girlguiding Ulster has  a lot to 
offer girls  and young women and with God’s help I will 
continue to bring it to them.

Fay McMullan, Guide Leader
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Ranger Guides

The Senior Section of Guiding is  a  flexible, fun 
programme open to young women aged 14 to 25.

Members of The Senior Section can choose from a 
wide range of unique and exciting opportunities, 
including travel in the UK and around the world, 
volunteering with younger girls  within Girlguiding as a 
Mentor or Leader, and working towards qualifications.

The Senior Section (which includes Rangers) offers an 
exciting and flexible programme with a huge variety of 
cha l lenges  and oppor tun i t ies  fo r persona l 
development.

In Bloomfield, we have an encouraging number of 
between six to ten girls  joining since September. We 
meet on a Tuesday night from 8.00-9.30 p.m. We aim 
to address  The Senior Section Octants  when we 
gather on a  fortnightly basis. These include; Fit for Life, 
International, Creativity, Community Action, Personal 
Values, Independent Living, Leadership and Out of 
Doors. We aim to incorporate the Look Wider 
programme which offers  a range of activities and 
challenges  and motivates members to try out new 
things – it could be learning mandarin, trying out 
Zumba, cupcake decorating or chocolate moulding, 
participating in our devotional time, trying out a few 
Ju-jitsu manoeuvres, camping in the wilds or 
volunteering overseas. It is  flexible and participants 
can take their chosen activities as  far as  they wish, 
from Phase1 taster sessions  all the way to Phase 3, 
gaining a qualification that is  recognised outside 
guiding.

There are many international opportunities open to 
members of The Senior Section. They range from 
attending guiding events abroad to volunteering on 
community projects  in developing countries. We are 

privileged to have one of our girls, Rebekah McMullan, 
heading to Japan this summer to represent Ulster at 
The World Scout Jamboree.

If you would like to come along to see what we do, do 
not hesitate to say to one of the girls or leaders Fay 
McMullan or Julie-Ann Girvan. We are also welcome to 
offers if you think you could contribute to our 
programme involving any of The Octants, we are 
always appreciative of the help.

Julie-Ann Girvan, Ranger Leader

Kidzone is …
Engaging, Manic, Meaningful, Applicable, Noisy, 
Uplifting, Energetic, Loving, Gospel-focused, 
Open-hearted, Dedicated, Inclusive, Surprising, 
Worshipful, Inspir ing, Thought-provoking, 
Humorous, Uplifting and Spirit-led.

Take the first letters  of the 19 words above to see the 
promise and gift that we were so aware of in Kidzone 
all year. Our year began with our journey through the 
Jesus Storybook Bible. We continued to look at how 
every story whispers the name of Jesus. Since the 
summer, we had been looking at the how God was 
with Joseph in every step of his  life. In our Christmas 
All-Age Service we were all reminded of the truth to 
cling on to and celebrate - Emmanuel – God is with us, 
in all of life’s bad news and good news.

This  year we are kicking off with our Top Secret spy 
theme – looking at the disciples and Jesus. Each week 
we will explore what sort of followers  they were and 
what we can learn about following Jesus.

We currently have 85 children on our Kidzone register 
and we get approximately 50-60 on a regular weekly 
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basis. Every one of them is a blessing to us  and we are 
so thankful for their enthusiasm, openness  and 
encouragement, and it is such a joy to see their open 
hearts, growing faith and love for Jesus.

Thank you to all of the leaders who serve within 
Kidzone so willingly, putting in so much hard work, 
talent and time. If you feel that you could help in any 
way in Kidzone please contact me. We are so thankful 
for the support and encouragement of the whole 
church. Please continue to pray for the children and 
the leaders as we seek to follow and serve Jesus.

James Cousley (Kidzone Leader)

Merge
2014 has been a busy year in Merge.  As we look back 
it’s incredible to remember just how much we’ve done 
together and how much we’ve learnt.

In January 2013, at the start of the New Year, we 
thought about the New Identity, New Focus and New 
Community that God offers to us.

In February we studied the book of Jonah in detail and 
saw how there’s much more to it than what we 
remembered from our Children’s Bible.

In March we considered how to be a Christian at 
home, in school and with our friends. 

In April we studied the Easter story before looking at 
Jesus’ appearances after the Resurrection in May and 
June. It was  a busy six months! The one constant was 
that we were constantly surprised at how relevant the 
Bible was and how much it had to say to our lives.

At the end of March, we travelled to the Cleenish 
Centre in Enniskillen for our Youth Weekend. With 40 

leaders  and young people, we had late night walks, a 
movie night, challenges around Enniskillen, a bonfire 
with marshmallows  on sticks, football outside and 
much more. It was  great to be able to spend more time 
together in God’s Word and every young person had a 
chance to share what they had learnt on the Sunday 
Morning.

After our end of term BBQ at Crawfordsburn we 
finished our regular meetings, but did try to meet up in 
July and August. In July many of our young people 
helped out at the Walkway Summer Scheme. In 
August those in Years 11 and older helped out at our 
own Holiday Bible Club while those in Years 8-10 had 
a programme running simultaneously just for them.

In September we were pleased to welcome some new 
faces from Kidzone arriving in Year 8. From September 
to December we thought about what the Bible is, why 
it matters and what it has  to say to us today. On 
Sunday evenings  we had lots of special guests  come 
along who were able to share with us about their lives 
and their faith.  We were on the road again at the end 
of October when we went to Dublin.  We visited the 
zoo, a few shops and then joined up with Adelaide 
Road Presbyterian Church for their Youth Fellowship.

The Merge at Home Bible Study group enjoyed 
working through Philippians from January to May and 
then exploring 1 Peter from September to December.  
David, Anita, the young people and I were very sad to 
say goodbye to Rab and Lois  over the summer but we 
want them to know that we continue to pray for them 
in their new role in Dundonald Presbyterian.

As leaders it is  a privilege to be a part of our young 
people’s  lives. We often learn as  much from them as 
they do for us. As we look back over the year it thrills 
our hearts to see how they have grown in the Lord. I 
would like to thank David and Anita, Gayle, Jeffrey, 
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Malcolm, Mark and Bea, Peter and Ruth, Rab and 
Lois, Sarah and Keith and Sophie and Matthew for 
their partnership in the gospel over 2014 and for the 
love they have shown towards our young people. 
Please join me in praying for Merge as we continue to 
seek to serve God and our young people.

Philip Boyd (Leader)

Parent & Toddler Group
We continue to be one of the most popular groups in 
the area. We are always recommended by health 
visitors  to new mums and our coffee is the best in 
town! As a team we don’t make a lot of changes as 
everything seems to run very consistently each year.
Christmas is always a lot of fun, Ruth and Bill Adley 
came along to mingle with everyone, and Bill shared 
his  heart about being a Granddad and how precious 
children are. Our party had Christmas crafts and music 
by Alison Bester and the children received a present 
before going home.

Our main focus  as a team is to come alongside people 
and befriend them. All our volunteers  have particular 
strengths  at sharing, listening, encouraging or simply 
holding a baby while the mum has a break. We get a 
lot of encouragement knowing we are part of a life line 
to many individuals by sharing Gods love in such a 
practical way.
Our graduation this  year saw ten of our little ones 
move on to nursery it is  always a proud and happy 
time for all of us.  We had one granny in particular who 
had been with us ten years in total and as she left 
church she was in tears  as she told us there would be 
no more new grandchildren so her time with us was 
over. This always touches us knowing we are going to 
be missed and that we have contributed to making 
special lasting memories.

Lastly and sadly we had to say farewell to Alison Adair. 
Alison has been part of the team for ten years. Alison 
always  provided an exciting craft for the children, 
glitter especially as the kids little faces lit up when it 
was brought out. Alison brought a lot to our mornings 
together, most of all we will miss  her laughter, 
cheerfulness and amazing fashion sense.

Yvonne white has also stepped down after a long 
service in the kitchen. Yvonne has  always  been very 
faithful, the past few years she has  come along 
Wednesday mornings after doing a night shift at work. 
With no sleep she arrives early and prepares snack 
and coffee time for every one joyfully.

Alison Bester has  been with us four years a long with 
Cuan and her guitar. She has been a breath of fresh air. 
Alison impresses every one she meets with her stories 
of her beloved South Africa, she has a very special 
way of connecting with people. However Cuan is now 
at school and Alison has moved on but has agreed to 
visit and provide music occasionally.

To conclude I would like to mention that we are in 
great need of new volunteers and leadership for our 
toddler group. If you are interested and feel that this is 
an opportunity for you please do not hesitate to get in 
touch, it will be such a blessing in your life.

Karen Bowers

Presbyterian Women
Where can women find friendship and fellowship?  - PW
Where can women find someone to pray for them? - PW
Where can women enjoy a night out once a month ? - PW
Where can women learn about what’s going on in the world? - PW

About 50 women meet once a month in the Megaw 
Hall to enjoy each other’s company and learn more of 
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God and His  world, and how He can use us in it to 
further His Gospel. 

Our meetings are always  varied, from hearing about 
how God is using toys  in East Africa to tell the Gospel 
story, to the Cregagh Bellringers who gave us a 
fascinating evening of live music, to hearing about the  
work of Eddie Spence at the other side of the city.

We would like to thank David for all his help in setting 
out tables and chairs each month.

Think PW is not for you? Give it a try! You’ll be 
surprised at how much you enjoy the craic and it’ll do 
you good as well.

Sheila Burns, secretary

Sub-Merge (Youth Club)
During the year, we decided to give Youth Club a new 
and fresh name to replace the previous K4C Youth 
Club name. The new name we gave it was Sub-Merge 
which was  given to try and create a stronger link for 
those children leaving Sub-Merge at the end of Year 7 
to go onto Merge for Year 8.

Since then, Sub-Merge has grown from strength to 
strength. The number of children coming along is 
usually around 25-30 children each night. A lot of the 
children who come along to Sub-Merge do not belong 
to the Church which is very encouraging.

Sub-Merge meets  on Friday nights  from 7.15pm - 
8.30pm in the outside halls  and we have three teams 
of dedicated leaders  who help week by week and try 
to build stronger relationships with the children who 
come along. At Sub-Merge, there are various activities 
on offer such as football, craft, tuck, table football and 
the most popular of all, the Xbox One – particularly the 

“Just Dance” and “Fifa” football games. Towards the 
end of the night, we then have our weekly “Centre 
Spot” which is  a time when the leaders share a 
passage from the Bible in an interesting and interactive 
way with the children.

In March 2014, we took the children to watch a Belfast 
Giants  Ice Hockey Match at the Odyssey Arena. This 
was a big hit with the children who thoroughly enjoyed 
the evening and the opportunity to be able to make 
lots of noise while cheering on their team! 

In October 2014, we took the children to “Clip N 
Climb” at Dundonald Ice Bowl. This again was  a 
popular choice with the children as  they were able to 
climb lots of different walls with varying ascent and 
difficulty. After the children had used up all of their 
energy, we then all went to McDonalds  for some 
refreshments.

I would like to thank all members of the congregation 
for your continued support of Sub-Merge, both 
practically by bringing your children along and also in 
prayer. I would also like to thank all of the leaders  who 
so willingly give of their time on Friday nights to 
engage and care for the children who come along.

May God continue to provide for both our practical 
and spiritual needs in the year ahead!

James Gordon

Bloomfield walking group
The walking group is  an informal gathering of people 
who meet to explore the wonderful Northern Ireland 
countryside. The group caters for all labilities, from 
easy flat walks  to high level mountain walks  with 
distances from 4 - 10 miles. The group also enjoys  the 
participation of people of all ages from 30 to 70 years.
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The highlight of this year’s programme was the trip to 
Rathlin Island, with 43 walkers, exploring the island 
under a  clear blue sky. This year saw the group 
heading southwards, walking to Rue point lighthouse 
via Roonivoolin RSPB nature reserve past several 
loughs and along the top of the southern cliffs. Other 
walks during 2014 included Murlough Nature Reserve, 
Castleward Estate, Hen, Cock and Pigeon, Shallagh 
Braes to Glenarm, Carntogher Way, Lough Shannagh, 
Glenariff Forest Park and Divis Ridge Walk.  All walks 
continue to end with a trip to the local town or village 
for coffee or ice cream before returning home. The 
limbs may be tired but there are always  smiles and lots 
of banter.

We continue to welcome new faces this  year, enjoying 
the company and fellowship of walkers  from outside of 
Bloomfield church. The walking group is  a great place 
to meet new friends, exercise and to enjoy the 
wonderful scenery and fresh air that Northern Ireland 
offers, whether coastal or mountain based. We look 
forward to 2015 which will include trips to the Mourne 
Mountains, Sperrin Mountains and the Ard’s Peninsula.

Finally, we would like to record our sadness  within the 
group on the passing of Alastair Giffen, a strong 
advocate and supporter of the walking group for many 
years. His knowledge, chat and general presence will 
be greatly missed on future walks. During the Divis 
Ridge Walk at the end of November, we remembered 
Alastair with a few words, a song and a prayer on the 
peak of Black Mountain overlooking Belfast.

The group continues to meet at 9.00am on the last 
Saturday of each month outside the church at the 
Cyprus Avenue with the exception of July, August and 
December. We look forward to welcoming new walkers 
of any age during 2015.

Vernon Taylor, Group Co-ordinator

The Wednesday Club
At 2.30pm on alternate Wednesday afternoons The 
Wednesday Club can be found in the Megaw Hall 
having tea and treats  at the start of our programme.  
During the past year we had a varied programme. 
Firstly, Rev.Sellar told us about his family’s  visit to 
Malawi.  On following afternoons  we had a talk about 
Prison Chaplaincy from Lynda Gibson, Aiden Campbell 
informed us about some history of East Belfast.

Summer highlight was  a visit on a lovely sunny day to 
Harrisons of Greyabbey for lunch.

The Autumn session began with Ian Simons and Ken 
Robb entertaining us on the piano and guitar.  Towards 
the end of our sessions Robert Bell of S.D. Bells  gave 
a very interesting slide presentation about tea.

We had a lovely Christmas dinner at McKee’s, 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Also an opportunity to 
browse in their Farm Shop and purchase some 
‘goodies’.  On behalf of our members I would like to 
say a big ‘Thank You’ to Tom Reid for driving the mini 
bus on this occasion.

Many thanks also to all who provide transport, and to 
David for his help setting up the hall.

We give thanks to God for all His  Blessings and seek 
His Continued Blessing upon us in the year ahead.

If you are free on a Wednesday afternoon, come and 
join us, we would love to see you.

Jean Corry
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Bloomfield Presbyterian Church
447 Beersbridge Road

Belfast BT5 5DW

Tel: 028 9047 1103
email: bloomfield@presbyterianireland.org

www.bloomfieldpresbyterian.org


